Creating HTML forms
using KompoZer

With increase in the use of Internet many activities have become online. We may use a web page
to fill information about ourselves or a product. HTML forms are used to help the visitors of the
website to input data. It allows for more interactivity and control in data entry. For instance, if you
want to open a mail account or register on a website, you need to enter your personal details in
a form. This information is used to setup the account for the user. In order to obtain such information
on Internet, HTML forms are used. This data is further stored by the application and used to retrieve
the details about the users registered on the website.

A form in HTML is a container used to collect different kinds of inputs from the user. HTML forms
contains elements like label, checkbox, text input field, radio button, submit button, reset button and many
more. These elements are used to enter the data as well as validate the data within the forms. We will
create a simple form to enter the data using HTML tags, but before that let us discuss about the elements
used to create HTML forms. The elements used are described in the section below :

e Form

o Input

o Textarea

» Select and Option
Form elements

The form element is used to create an HTML form. It acts as a container for all the elements used
in the form. The tag <form>... </form> is used to implement this element. The example shows
the use of the form element :

<form action="register.html" method="post">

input elements

</form>

Observe that the form element uses two attributes namely action and method. The action attribute is used
to specify where to send the form data when the form is submitted. It takes a filename as value. This file
is opened when the user clicks on the submit button after filling the data in the form.

The method attribute specifies the HTTP method to be used when sending the data. It can take
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two values; GET and POST. The GET method retrieves the data from the form and sends it to
the server by attaching it at the end of the URL. This method allows only a limited amount of
information to be sent at a time. In the POST method, the data is sent as a block through the
HTTP transaction. The data is included in the body of the request. This method does not have
any restrictions on data length. The default value for method attribute is GET.

Input element

The input elements are used to insert various fields like radio button, text box and checkbox in
the form. The tag <input> ....</input> or <input> is used to implement this element. The input tag
has different attributes like type, name and value.

The type attribute of the input element specifies the field that is to be created in the form. The
name attribute specifies the name to be used for the field in the form. The value atiribute specifies
the default value of the field in the form. Table 1.1 shows different values of attribute and its usage.

Type Description Example

Radio Creates radio buttons in the form. Any oneradio | <INPUT TYPE = "radio” NAME
button can be selected at atime fromagroupof | = "var" VALUE = "txt">
radio buttons. Generally used to select a single
item from a given group of items.

Checkbox | Creates checkboxesin the form. Multiplecheck | <INPUT TYPE="checkbox"
boxes can be selectec} at a time. Fienerally NAME = "var" VALUE ="txt" >
used to selecta multiple items from a given group
ofitems.

Text Creates a text field to enter textinthe form. A | <INPUT TYPE = "text" NAME
user can enter any data of his choice in the | = "var" VALUE = "ixt" >
text field.

Password | Creates apassword field in the form. Similarto | <INPUT TYPE = "password"
the text field but the characters are not displayed | NAME = "var" >
to the user. Instead the character typed is
converted into non readable format.

Submit Creates a submit button in the form. Onclicking = <INPUT TYPE = "submit"
the submit button, the values of dataenteredin | VALUE = "label" >
the form is submitted to the file specified in the
action attribute of the form element.

Reset Creates a reset button in the form. On clicking | <INPUT TYPE = "reset" VALUE
the reset button, the values of dataentered inthe | = "[abe]" >
form are cleared and set back to default values.

Table 1.1: Values of Type attribute used with input tag
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Textarea element

The Textarea element allows multi-line text input. The tag <textarea>...</textarea™ is used to implement
this element. It allows entering unlimited number of characters. It can be used to enter comment,
report or a long description of product. The size of a textarea element can be specified using rows
and cols attributes. The rows attribute is used to set the number of rows of text that will be visible
without scrolling up or down. The cols attribute 15 used to set the number of columns of text that
will be visible without scrolling right or left. The following example shows how to insert a textarea
in the form.

<form method="post" action="comment.html">
Input your comments: <br /> <textarea name="comments" rows="4" cols="20">
... Your comments here...
</textarea>
</form>
Select and Option element

The select element is used to create a drop down list or menu in a form. The option element is
used to specify the values that are to be displayed in the menu. The tag <select>....</select> is
used to create a drop down menu. The tag <option>...</option> 1s used to create the elements
within the menu. Following example shows the use of select and option element.

<select>

<option value="Ahmedabad" >Ahmedabad</option>
<option value="Rajkot" >Rajkot</option>

<option value="Surat" >Surat </option>

</select>

Let us now create a sample registration form using the elements leamed so far. Code listing 1.1
shows the HITML source code used to generate the form. The output of the code is shown in
figure 1.1.

<HEAD>
<TITLE>Registration Form</TTTLE>
</HEAD>
<BODY bgcolor="lightblue">
<hl1> <center>Registration Form</center></h1>
<FORM name="frmRegistration" action="form.html">
<center>
<TABLE BORDER="0">
<TR>
<TD width="12%">First Name</TD>
<TD width="1%">&nbsp:</TD>
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<TD> <INPUT type="textbox" name="txtFirstName"></TD>
</TR>
<TR>
<TD>Middle Name</TD>
<TD>&nbsp;</TD>
<TD><INPUT type="text box" name="txtMiddleName"></TD>
</TR>
<TR>
<TD>Last Name</TD>
<TD>&nbsp;</TD>
<TD> <INPUT type="text box" name="txtLastName"></TD>
</TR>
<TR>
<ID>Gender</TD>
<TD>&nbsp;</TD>
<ID>
<INPUT type="radio" name="Gender" value="male" CHECKED>Male
<INPUT type="radio" name="Gender" value="female" >Female
<TD>
</TR>
<TR>
<TD>Hobby</TD>
<TD>&nbsp;</TD>
<TD>
<INPUT type="checkbox" name="chkSinging" value="Sing" CHECKED>Singing
<INPUT type="checkbox" name="chkDancing" value="Dance">Dancing
<INPUT type="checkbox" name="chkReading" value="Read">Reading
</TD>
</TR>
<TR>
<TD>Address</TD>
<TD>&nbsp;</TD>
<TD>
<Textarea name="txtAddress" rows="5" cols="70">Insert Address Here</Textarea™>
</TD>
</TR>
<TR>
<TD>City</TD>
<TD>&nbsp;</TD>
<TD>
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<Select Name="cmbCity">
<Option >Ahmedabad</Option>
<Option >Baroda</Option>
<Option selected>Rajkot</Option>
<Option >Surat</Option>
</Select>
</TD>
</TR>
<TR>
<TD>&nbsp;</TD>
<TD>&nbsp;</TD>
<TD> <INPUT type="submit" name="cmdSubmit" value="Submit">
<INPUT type="reset" name="cmdReset" value="Reset">
</TD>
</TR>
</TABLE>
</center>
</FORM>
</BODY>
<HTML>

Code listing 1.1: HTML code to generate sample registration form

Registration Form - Mazi|a Frelox

psration Form

Sl homeftriptifexamplet himl . k| a o

Registration Form

First Name

Middle Name

Last Name

Gender “Male Female

Hobby “Singing  Dancing  Reading
naert = e5s Here

Address

City Rajlot

Figure 1.1: Registration Form as displayed in the web browser

Thus, you can see that creating a form using HTML tags is a tedious process. A simpler method
is to use an IDE (Integrated Development Environment). An IDE is a softiware application that provides
complete facilities to programmer to develop software. It provides a GUI (Graphical User Interface),
text or code editor, a compiler and/or interpreter and a debugger. KompoZer, Eclipse, JBuilder and
Netbeans are all examples of some open source IDEs. Let us discuss how to use the KompoZer
to create web pages.
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Introduction to KompoZer

KompoZer is a free open source web development IDE. It can be downloaded from http://
www.KompoZer.net. It provides a web page editor which has a simple graphical interface known
as WYSIWYG "what you see is what you get". It is a complete web authoring system which integrates
web page development and web file management. Creating new web pages using KompoZer is
quick and easy. The users can also edit the web pages by using the source code and making changes.
KompoZer incorporates a Site Manager which gives rapid access to the files on both local machines
and remote servers. Web pages and associated files can be uploaded to a remote server from within
KompoZer. It also supports the use of "Styles" through Cascading Style Sheet (CSS). We will learn
about CSS in the next chapter.

Before we learn how to create forms using KompoZer, let us first learn the KompoZer interface.
Open KompoZer by locating its icon. To view the different toolbars and status bar (if not visible)
click on View = Show/Hide. Select all the options listed: Composition Toolbar, Format Toolbarl,
Format Toolbar2, Edit Mode Toolbar and Status bar. Site Manager and Rulers option should also
be checked. Figure 1.2 shows the window that will be displayed after selecting the toolbars.

Menu bar __1

Composton Tadlbar ——7 - .}y s @S0, P g
Format Taolbar1 ' s
Format Tooloar2 | -

Fage tab ———
Rulers —+—— 1 —

Site Manager

Page Area

l'i — T

Status bar Edit mode Toolbar

Figure 1.2: KompoZer Interface

Observe that in figure 1.2 you can see the menu bar on the top with the options like File, Edit,
View, Insert, Format, Table, Tools and Help. Below the menu bar there are three Toolbars:
Composition, Format Toclbarl and Format Toolbar2.

The composition toolbar is used to create new file, open a file, save a file or publish a web page.
The Format toolbarl and Format toolbar2 are used to format the text, add bullets, numbering and
perform similar formatting operations.
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In the centre of the window, you can see two panes: Site Manager and blank web page. Site manager
is a powerful tool used to navigate within the site or between the sites. You can close the site manager
pane by clicking on close button or press F9. The page pane shows a blank untitled web page.
The bottom right side of the window shows Edit mode toolbar with three viewing modes: Normal,
HTML Tags and Preview. All the three viewing modes provide editing facilities.

The Preview mode offers the page view as seen in a browser. The difference is that in the preview
mode the scripts do not run and therefore their effects will not be secen. The links also does not
operate in preview mode.

The Normal view is very similar to preview mode. In this mode the table outlines are visible.

The HTML Tags view helps those who are familiar with HTML. A yellow marker is used to indicate
the start tag for all elements. Clicking on a marker selects and highlights whole of the element.

The left side of the page pane shows Design, Split and Source tabs. The Design tab is used to
desipgn the web page. The Split tab displays the HTML source of the current element. Source tab
shows all details of the HTML code. It helps in editing the source code.

On the bottom of the window you can see the status bar. When we click on any item in page,
its structure appears in the status bar. If you want to customize any toolbar, right click on the respective
toolbar and click on customize toolbar option. You can then customize the toolbar as per your choice.

Create a New File

To create a new file, open KompoZer. In the menu bar click File = New. A dialog box as shown
in figure 1.3 appears with title "Create a new document or template". Select "Blank document™ option
from the options that are visible in the dialog box. At the bottom of the dialog box you can see
a label "Create in". Select New Tab option from the drop down menu next to it. This allows us
to create the page in a new tab. Click on the Create button.

m Create a new document or template Ox

~ What kind of file do you want to create? -

@® A blank document
create a XHTML document & Strict DTD

A new document based on a template

A blank template
Createin:  MNewTab

Cancel Create

Figure 1.3 : Create a new file
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Open an existing File

To open an existing file, click on o icon present on the composition toolbar. Alternatively, you
e

can also click on File = Open. If the file has been opened recently, then you can also open
the file from File = Recent Pages.

Now let us learn to create a forms using KompoZer. We will create a simple form with two input
fields: Name and E-mail address and a submit button. Follow the steps given to create the form.

¢ Open KompoZer. Create a new file.

» From the menu bar, select Insert > Form > Define Form. Alternatively, you can also click
on —~ inthe composition toolbar. This will open a Form Properties dialog box as shown
in figure 1.4. Clicking on More Properties shows added options for the form.

I Settings

Form Name:
Action URL:
Method: v

~Mare Properties

Advanced Edit...

Cancel oK

Figure 1.4 : Form properties dialog box

+ Enter appropriate name for the form. In the Action URL, enter the file name where you
want the form data to be submutted. Select the method POST from the method drop down menu, and
click on the OK button. Figure 1.5 shows the details added in the form property dialog box.

| = Form Properties ox

Settings

Form Mame: | Form1

ActionURL: | Form1.html

Method: POST | =

~More Properties

| Advanced Edit...

Cancel oK

Figure 1.5 : Details entered in Form properties dialog box
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» You can see the form inserted with light blue colored outline in the untitled page as shown in
figure 1.6. In normal view, the forms are shown surrounded by a dotted blue box. All the form
elements like text box, radio button, check box and drop down box will be placed within this
box. Press the Enter key a few times to give some space to work on the form.

Fle Edit view Imseit Format Table Fools' Help
5 - - = -
oM@ O : - Z . b o |
ar o = P <A il 1 L L
Bady Text z| |= 0 Wi = | 2
B: cn 8/ U
= §lte Manages @ureiclod) | "
Viw: | Al files ¥ Anld |
Mame [=]
FTir ]
» DOM Explone & [ I'l'. ;..-I.n- Source marmal
le <bodye =f

Figure 1.6 : Light biue colored form outline.

» First, we will insert a label for the name field. Click on Insert <> Form -» Define label.
Place the cursor in the form where you want your label to appear. Type the text "Name" in

the label as shown in figure 1.7. To come out of the label field, click outside the field.
e —

File Edn View imen Format Table Tooh Helo
. o= 1] G L & 0. A B un.
SBatly Test RN | = = &
S
[ | FA|B I U
~ Site Manager & funtitlad) ®
View: | Allfilas 1 |
Name [el Nume
Foonsoie
DG Exatlore = esign | Spiie | 4 Saue —
humits «Bbdys

Figure 1.7 : Label field inserted in the form
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¢ To insert an input text field in the form, click Insert =» Form -» Form Field. Figure 1.8
shows the form field properties dialog box. The drop down menu shows various input field type

options which we had discussed earlier. Click on more properties, it shows advanced properties
related to the field like field size, maximum length.

- o [ e ——T e TR
/mi Form Field Properties ox
Field Type
Text

Field Settings
Field Name:
Initial Value:

Read Only

~More Properties

Cancel

Figure 1.8 : Add form field

o From the drop down menu select Text. Under the Field Settings heading, enter a name in the
Field Name text box. In our case we have used name as the field name. Enter some text in
the Initial Value field, if you want to show some text before the user actually enters data. Here
we have left this field empty. Click on the OK button. Figure 1.9 shows the form after text

input field is added.
i o (/\

Moy Tex ity il | 1 E | IE i ] = E 2
variablewidth -’ Flae KBTI U E El

- Glte Mazager T'ﬁ% SR R H—
view: | A0S : I —-—

N “

N
| T conso
v DO Explores = Opslgr I.l Splﬂi«ﬁ Saurce| Mrmal -

Figure 1.9 : Label and Text field added
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» Similarly, we will add another label "E-mail" below the name label field. Add an input text field
for E-mail, just like we did for the name field. Here enter text abc(@xyz.com in the Initial Value

textbox. This will help the user understand the format of E-mail address. Figure 1.10 shows
the form with both the text field added.

untitled - KompoZer

= H (%] 3 [ | oo (T
. % H - - < }
By Tt - - > I | = i = = [+
N = = .- - ™ < |
varizhle width (W2 | BT UEDN
= Slte Mamagar W [untitind _] =
Wiews |l Pk ; I T T
& o N O
Name =]
N |
E-mumil|  fbogxyz.cam
FTP covsol I
» COM Bl x nesign | Salit| i Saurte Kol
<htmir <hodyr <forme

Figure 1.10 : Form with both text fields added

» Finally we will add a submit button in the form. Click Insert = Form > Form Field. From
the drop-down menu select Submit Button. Type Submit in the both Field Name and Field Value
text boxes, and click on the OK button. Figure 1.11 shows the look of form properties dialog
box for submit button.

Field Type

Submit Button -
Field Settings -
Field Name: | Submit

Field Value: Submit

~More Properties

Advanced Edit...

Cancel OK

Figure 1.11 : Input field submit button
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» The form at present is in the normal view. To have a preview of the form click on Edit mode
toolbar and select Preview. Figure 1.12 shows the form in the preview mode.

File Edit View jnsert Foimat Table Tools Help
= " ] & ] ™ - -
- H k L] - - . b
e T Pl i - , L &
By Tk g ol |3 = = @
Mariable width - ke & A, B 1L
| - Sie Manager B {untitied) | =
Vit Al files 5 } J
. 71 " - ] 7
[Tame )
! Name !
H Email  [phogegz coen -
R
Submit
[ FTP tansale 1
+ DOM Explacer & Dy .,.I"?. Spist I 4 Soaite Piweiag
=hinde <borve <iormiiz

Figure 1.12 : Form as seen in preview mode

Thus, we have created our first form using KompoZer. You can see how KompoZer helps you
creating forms within a short span and also relieves you from the tedious job of writing the source
code which takes a long time. You can also see the source code of the form just created by clicking

on the Source tab. See figure 1.13.
T —

file [dib View fesert Farmat Table Toek Help
- 4@ 7 - bW <O
e Gy Bubis .
[T ~ A o
B/ sx|BI U|E
I

- Site Manager
View: Al Ties

= v W o

I ;
Name [=]

FTP pangale

Proviey

| cesign | 3 ﬁp—'"ﬁ' o Seurce

» GO Explode

Figure 1.13 : Source code view of form
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» Let us save the file which we have created. Click File = Save. Alternatively you can also

i
click on the save button 9 in the composition toolbar, This opens a Page Title dialog box

as shown in figure 1.14, We can give a suitable title to the web page here. We have given
the name "examplel"” to the title page. Now click on OK button.

s Please enter a title for the current page.
' This identifies the page in the window title and bookmarks.

Cancel oK

Figure 1.14 : Page title dialog box

The page title will be displayed in the browser windows title bar when viewed in the browser. In
case we have created multiple web pages we should give the name of the website as the title page.
In this example, since we created a single web page with a form, the title page is named as examplel.

o After clicking the OK button, a new dialog box "Save Page As" is opened which prompts to enter
a filename and specify the location where you want to save the file as shown in figure 1.15.

[m Save Page As

Mame: ||;:-:amp!e11htm| |
Savein folder: | 4 | el Eripki k\qmpn::.r. Create Folder
Places Mame » Sire Modified

€4 search example.hrmi 653 bytes Yesterdayat 17:29

2 Recently Used form1.html 257 bytes Saturday 15 June 2013
i triptl

s Deskbop

. File System [

= 52 GB Filesystem
— harshil-riva

= 110 GB Filesyst...
— System Reserved
0 Documents

i Music

M Pictures
Hvideas

i Downloads

gL HTML Files =

Cancel | (RN

Figure 1.15 : Save Page As Dialog box
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Remember to save the file with fifmel or fifm as an extension. Click on Save button. This will take
us back to the main window.

Note : If you are creating a website and this page is the home page that will open when you

type the website's URL, then save the page with the name index.html.

Having learnt how to create, open, save and create a simple form in KompoZer, let us now create
the registration form, which we had created earlier using the HTML tags. Follow the steps given
to create the registration form.

# Create a new file.

» From the menu bar, select Inseri = Form > Define Form. In the Form Properties dialog
box enter the details as shown in figure 1.16.

O

yrm Properties ox

Action URL:

tethod:

M

Settings

Form Mame: | form?2

form2.html
POST ||=

~Maore Properties

Advanced Edit...

Cancel | OK

Figure 1.16 ;: Form Properties dialog box

» Press OK. A form will be displayed showing the light blue colored outline. Press the Enter key
to create space in the form.

» To give the heading to the form, select Headingl from Format Toolbarl. In Format Toolbar?2,
select centre align icon. Enter the text "Registration Form".

# To insert the label, Click Form -2 Define Label. Type "First Name" in the Field name. Next,

to insert input field for the label "First name", click Form — Form Field. Select Text in the
Field Type menu. Figure 1.17 shows the Form Field Properties dialog box. Observe that we

have used "firstname" as

the field name. Press OK button.

Form Fleld Properties

\

Field Type
Text
Field Settings
Field Name: firstname
Initial value:

Read Only

~Mare Properties

Advanced Edit. ..

Cancel oK

Figure 1.17: Form Field Properties dialog box for Firstname
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e Similarly, insert the label "Middle Name" and "Last Name" in the form. The form after adding
the fields will look similar to the one shown in figure 1.18.

entitied - KompoZer
File Ecit View Wmert Format Teble Tooh Help
.ol 19 i . - an S0 hm H“J
- b B i Limh Serm v,
Body Text g i= ¥ HIEE|® = = 2
wariabie Widsd = -" # & AAl B/ U J EE 32N
- Site Manager B ithed) ! "
view Al fles 1 J
b oE W LN
Name [=]
Registration Form
First Name i
Middle Name |
Last Name |
0
FTRconicie
+ DO Explarer ® Doslgn |.1, Sp'.".ln'.- Cource HNogmal
<html» <badye <form>

Figure 1.18 : Form displayed after adding the fields
» Now we need to create radio buttons for the Gender field. First, create a label named "Gender".

e For creating a radio button, click Form = Form Field and select field type as Radio Button
from the drop down menu as shown in figure 1.19.

Field Type

Radio Button =

Field Settings

Group Mame: | gender

Field Value: male
B 1nitially selected

~More Properties

Advanced Edit...

Cancel oK

Figure 1.19 : Form field property for Radio Button
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Type a name in the Group name box (note that the name should not contain spaces). Here we
have entered Group Name as "gender”. Similarly in the Field Value text box type "male". If we

want the male option of the radio button selected when the form is loaded then, check the box
mn front of the text "Initially Selected” and click OK button.

& Insert a label with title "Male" near the radio button created.

¢ Similarly create another radio button named "Female". Remember, when we create the radio
buttons within a group, the group name must be the same for all the possible answers. Hence
enter the Group Name as "gender”. In the Field Value text box type "female". Click OK button.

¢ Insert a label "Female" near the radio button created. The form after inserting the radio buttons
and their labels will look as shown in figure 1.20.

g Edi Wiew Mderl Farmat Table Tools Help

] IR | = o T -
b |l:|> P, E Fhardii) -. ._,'</> d Iy
By st 2| = syl | @al3 E 2
sasisblewidth  : -' sl KB Y EEZSE
« Slte Manager (F'm funtsied) i .
View | alfies ‘ TR
MName |m|
Registration Form
Firsl T_‘d’_ame
Middle Name
Lasi Nan_\c_
Geider ¢ Male & Fclnul_c-
| FTP comule
- DOM Explare ‘ T “"""i"l't *.r\-':l(.'.'-':r- 1] T

Figure 1.20 : Form displayed after radio buttons are added

» Now we need to add "Hobby" field. As a person can have more than one hobby, hence multiple
selections of hobbies are possible. Thus we need to create check box for the hobby field. Create
a label for hobby.

* Now, click Form = Form Field and from the drop down menu select Check Box field type.
Enter name in the Field Name box and a value in the Field Value box as shown in figure 1.21.
Check the box in front of "Initially Selected" so as to keep the option checked when the form
loads. Click OK button.
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“m Form Field Properties

Field Type
Check Box :
Field Settings ————— — —
Field Name:  hobby
Field Value: | singing

& Iinitially Checked

~More Properties

Advanced Edit...

Cancel oK

Figure 1.21 : Checkbox field type settings

¢ Insert a label "Singing" near the checkbox created.

¢ Similarly create two checkboxes with Field Values as "dancing" and "reading" respectively.
Remember, to keep the Field Name same for all the options of checkbox.

s Insert the labels "Dancing” and "Reading" near the checkboxes created. The form after inserting
checkboxes and their labels will look as shown in figure 1.22.

dle Edit Veew dmt Farmat Tabde Tools Help
- M@ A *r I E&TT. 4 @ )
(7= g [P W —. Ui Srohm  Link  lwuge Tekle  Bue =
Body Text i |2 v n|EE|Ea|F = a
Variable Width, | 2 -_"',A' A|BIT U EE3NR
~ Site Manager Whuritizled) j H_
View: Al Mes H [0 — — 1
LN =3
Heme |N| . .
Registration Form
First Name |
Middic Name, |
Last Nume [
i Gender € Male] € Femile
Habby F Singing |~ Dancing |~ Reading
FIPeansols
[ I —
DO !  Design [ 7 5pliE] o sance| Hormal
shtmls <tody> <forms

Figure 1.22 : Form display after checkboxes are added

Creating HTML forms using KompoZer 17



» Next, we need to the "Address" field. As the user enters a large text in the address field,

we will keep the field type as textarea. First, create a label named "Address". Now, click
Form - Text Area. This will open a Text Area Properties dialog box as shown in figure 1.23.

|m Text Area Propertios ox

Settings

Field Mame: | address

Rows: 5

Columns: 7C

~Fewer Properties
Wrap Mode: | Default
Read Only
| pisabled
Tab Index:
Access Key:
Initial Text: )

nsert Address Here

Advanced EdIt..

Cancal oK

Figure 1.23 : Text Area Properties dialog box

Enter the Field Name. Select the rows and the columns required for the textarea. Here we have
kept the rows as 5 and columns as 70. In the Initial Text field enter a suitable text which will
be displayed when the form loads. Click OK button.

s Next, we will insert the "City" field. Add a label for the city field. The user will be asked to
select the city from the drop down menu. So we need to create the city field using selection

list option. Click Form > Selection List. This will open a Selection List Properties dialog
box as shown in figure 1.24.

[ SElE G LsT Propeitles L=k
Teut value | selected [m]
[ l‘y
Ahmedabad Ahmedabad

Add Option

Add Group
value: | | Ahmedabad Remave
Initialky Selected
Disabled

Advanced Edik...

Cancel oK

Figure 1.24: Selection List Properties dialog box
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Type the name "city" in the List Name box and press Add Option button. Next, type "Ahmedabad”
in the Text field. Again press Add option to add the city "Baroda". Likewise, add the city "Rajkot"

and "Surat". Remember, to select the option "Initially Selected" when adding the Rajkot city. Click
OK button. Figure 1.25 shows the Selection List Properties dialog for the added cities.

|m Selection List Properties ox
Text | Value | Selected |E3|
city
Ahmedabad Ahmedabad
bareda Baroda
Hajkot Ra kot v
Surat Surat
Option add Option
Text: surat Add Group
Value: | Surat Remove
Initially seflected
=Move Up
Disabled =
Advanced Edit...
Cancel oK

Figure 1.25 : Selection List Properties dialog box for various cities

o Next, we will add the "Submit” button. Click Form = Form Field. From the drop down menu
select Submit Button. Enter text Submit in Field Name and Field Value text box respectively.
Click OK button.,

» Similarly we will add the "Reset" button. From the drop down menu select Reset Button. Enter
text Reset in Field Name and Field Value text box respectively. Click OK button. The final
form in the normal will be as shown in figure 1.26.

File Edit View fmert Format Teble Tooks  Help
LMo 3 I B T S )
-H e R & . |
ady Fes i = TIRENE | = = .
vorisblewidth. =/ |lF 2 ~ A B J U[E ® 2 =
v Site Manages & [ontitiad) ®
view: | allfles & |/ /| +7;m i
] 0 f
Registration Form
Pane m)
First Name | ]
Middie Name
L-I‘;&“N‘llnk' | —
G-cﬂcr & Male € Female
Hohby = Singing [ Dancing [T Reading
Address
Gy
(35 ;
T fese
DOM Exploser » Dot | M Zplic |z.'| i | H |
B Iy

Figure 1.26 : Form displayed in normal view
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Save the file with name "example2”. Figure 1.27 shows the preview mode of the form.

example? [Alec) Jexampledhtmi] - KampoZer

=t M 1f =R T S ¥y
Bady Text x| = sl Nl alzE L
Wariabis Widkh r !'é’ s A BJ UEE3®m
v Slte Manager exarmple? | W
Verw, Al Tles s | el — |
b B w L Registration Form i
Name Tﬂi .
First Naing I =
Middle Name | -
Laxi Name
Gender & Malc  Female
o
L Haobby = Singing T~ Dancing [~ Reading
[
Address ‘
City rl.l kot
;IF Lonsmie 1 |
Sulsmit Resat
: DO Explorer e Design I & St |7(.i."5.:h.|||:|-| Preview
chtml= <body> <forme

Figure 1.27 : Form displayed in preview mode

Figure 1.28 Shows the registration form as seen in the browser.

example? - Mozilla Flrefo

enamplel
filee{fheentriptlkompozer/axbmplied i ml I a B
Registration Form
First Name
Middle Name
Last Name
Geoder & Male Female
Hobby # Singing T Dancing ™ Reading
T AT

Address
City Rajioat

Submut ; _I?F.['I :

Figure 1.28 : Form displayed in Browser

Observe that the form background is white colored. If you want to give a background color to
the form, go to Format = Page Colors and Background. This will open a dialog box as shown
in figure 1.29.
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' m Page Colors and Background

r Page Colors
Reader's default colors (Don't set colors in page)

@ (Use custom colors:

| Normal text: L Normal text
Link text: L %
= — | Link text
Active link text: |1 e link

| Visited link text: | N ACENG STt
R — | Visited link text

Background Image:
=

Advanced Edit...

Cancel oK

Figure 1.29 : Page Colors and Background dialog box

Select "Use custom colors” option. Click the background option and select the color of your choice
from the Block Background Color dialog box as seen in figure 1.30. Click OK button. This will
lead you back to the dialog box shown in figure 1.29. Again click OK button.

m Block Background Colar Ox

Predefined colors:

.

CEE

HEE

EEE ¢ EEE
EEE CECEEN
AN NEEE N

L ™ Lastpicked color
F

Hue: |0 4 Red: 204 3 Hex: | #CCCCCC

Saturation: | 0 3 Green: 204 g Name:

Brightness: | 204 4 Blue: | 204 3 | Transparent
Cancel K

Figure 1.30 : Background color selection
After selecting the color the form will look as shown in figure 1.31.

Creating HTML forms nsing KompoZer 21



mample? [Filey.. fexampleZheml] - KempoZer
File Eclt View imert Format Table Tools Help
| ¥ @ T O h o
L
Body Fext = = LI | = I = o
Varishle Width - .I s s & BI U I :
~ Slte Manager I} exampl
View,: | & fites =
Il
W " N .
Heme G Registration Form
First Name ]
Middie Name
Latst Name | o
Gender & Male © Female
2 Hobby = Singing I~ Dancing 1 Reading
Address
FTP ot City Fajknt
Sunmit Reset |
- = 1
 Excplede || ® pesign |9 Siic] S0 Soliree Ty
_cht.nb <duiys <l

Figure 1.31 : Form displayed in preview mode after adding background color

View the form using the browser and observe the change in the background color.

Summary

Forms are used to accept the data over the web. A form in HTML is a container used
to collect different kind of inputs from the user. The users enter the information in the form
which can be their personal information, a feedback about a product, a survey or shipping
and credit card details. KompoZer is a free open source web development IDE used to
create websites. It provides a web page editor which has a simple graphical interface known
as WYSIWYG "what you see is what you get". Creating forms using Kompozer is simple
and fast.

EXERCISE

1.  What is a Form ? List the elements used to create forms in HTML.

2.  State the use of Input element in HTML forms. Write about the different attributes of
input tag.

3. What is the purpose of textarea element in HTML forms ?
4. Write about select and option element.
5. List the various toolbars seen in the Kompozer interface.

6.  Which are the two attributes of form? Explain.

22 Computer Studies : 12



B, S U S S U= U= S
B e e N YT YT TN NSO

7. Choose the most appropriate option from those given below :

(1) Which of the following is a container used to collect different kinds of inputs from

the user.

@ Fom (b) Webpage (0 Text @ Toput

(Z) Which of the following element is used to create an HIML form ?

(@) Textarea (b) Form (c) Select and Option (d) Input

) Which of the following is the tag used to implement form element ?

(a) <form>... </form> (b) <form>... <form>

(c) </form>... </form> (d) <fm>... </frm>

‘) Which of the following attribute of form is used to specify where to send the form data

when the form is submitted ?
(a) method (b) action (c) submit (d) input

Which of the following attribute of form specifies the HTTP method to be used when
sending the data ?

(a) submit (b) action (c) method (d) put

(6) Which of the following values are used by method attribute ?

(@) GET and POST (b) GET and SET
(©) GET and PUT (d) SET and POST

Which of the following method allows only a limited amount of information to be sent
at a time?

(@ GET (b) POST (c) SET () PUT

(£) Which of the following method sends the data as a block through the HT TP transaction ?

(a GET (b) SET (c) PUT (d) POST

(9) 'Which of the following attribute of the input element specifies the field that is to be created

in the form ?

@ Input ®) Type (©) Name @ Value

1)) Which of the following element allows multi-line text input ?

(a) Textarea (b) Input (c) Select and Option (d) Formm

|1) Which of the following element is used to create a drop down list or menu in a form ?

(2) Input (b) Textarea (c) Select (d) Form
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(13) Which of the following is a free open source web development IDE ?
(& HIML (b) Kompozer (c) Scite (d) Base
(14) Which of the following stands for "WYSIWYG" ?
(a) When You Seec Is When You Get (b) What You See Is When You Get
(c) What You See Is What You Get (d) When You See Is What You Get

LABORATORY EXERCISE

Create a form for student's personal details.
Create a feedback form for the guests who visit your school.

You had gone for a vacation with your parents; the tour operator has asked you to give
reviews of your trip. Create a form for the same.
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